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Ivan A. Backer Scholarship

The SINA / Ivan A. Backer Scholarship program was established in 1997 in honor 
of Ivan Backer, who served as president of SINA for nearly 20 years and who was 
one of the driving forces behind the revival of Hartford’s Southside neighborhood.  
The recipients are selected based on service to community, school, family, and 
academic achievement. The scholarship consists of three awards of $4,000 
($1,000 per year for 4 years) to Bulkeley High School seniors continuing their 
education at an accredited 4-year postsecondary program.

2014 Scholarship Recipients

Didier A. Narcisse
“I want to strive to become a better person and work 
hard to help out the community as much as possible.”
Didier plans to attend  Central Connecticut State University  
to pursue a career as a music teacher.

Clara Ana Ramirez
“Education is my hobby... I want to accomplish my 
goals and show myself, once more, that I am capable 
to pursue everything I put my mind to. I am a lifelong 
learner and I want more.” 
Clara Ana plans to attend University of Connecticut to 
pursue a career as an Aeronautical Engineer.

Juliana Rivera
“I love to see the looks on people’s faces when I am 
able to help them in different ways and I am inspired 
to strive to be a better person because of it.”
Juliana plans to attend Central Connecticut State University  
to pursue a career as a music teacher.



SINA Student  
Support Scholarship

The SINA Student Support Scholarship program was established in 2012.  
The purpose of the program is to provide much needed financial support  
to students who are attending Capital Community College (CCC) and whose 
academic concentration is in areas related to the missions of SINA’s member  
institutions: Education or Health Care. One to four scholarships in the  
combined amount of $2,000 per year will be awarded annually to students on 
a full or part time basis who reside in the 06106 or 06114 zip codes and who  
have completed at least one semester of study.

Kendra A. Castillo
Kendra came to the US from the Dominican Republic a year and half 
ago for better opportunities to fulfill her dreams. 

“I am a person that doesn’t like to miss opportunities  
and that is the reason why I want to continue my  
education in ...radiology.”

Jennifer Farr
Jennifer is a single mother whose greatest desire is to pursue a 
career in the nursing field. 

“By granting me this scholarship, you will not only 
be helping me achieve my goals but you will also be  
advocating for the millions of hard working mothers  
who are giving themselves a second chance by  
obtaining a higher education.”

Manuel Rivera
Manuel is planning on transferring to a four-year university to 
acquire a Bachelor’s Degree in Heathcare Technology or Mangagement 
Information Systems.

“I am hoping that my chosen subject will give me a 
strong foundation to take upon a successful career  
inside the computing, teaching, and business worlds, 
and this scholarship will definitely help me to achieve 
those goals.”

Carla C. Williams
Carla is a single mother who completed the Nursing Program  
in May 2014. 

“My education is not stopping here. I’m going to  
continue my education; my dream to be an ARPN.  
I want to have the voice and the power to help others 
believe in their dreams, and the only way to do that is 
with education.”



Neighborhood  
Service Awards

The Neighborhood Service Awards recognize individuals in the community who 
have made outstanding contributions to Hartford neighborhoods. 
All articles are written by Brian Lesmes.

Ana Alfaro
El Show de Analeh (The Analeh Show) 
airs every Saturday morning at 11:00am on  
channel 18, Univision. A talk show  
hosted by Ana Alfaro, it features up to  
twelve segments designed to relay  
important information to its Latino viewers  
in Frog Hollow and throughout the state.

“We started the show back in 2006 as a  
result of the community’s need for a  
vehicle, a home where they could feel  

that this TV show was addressing issues that they wanted to hear.  
With my past experience in producing and hosting a TV show on Channel 30,  
we created the Analeh Show,” Ms. Alfaro says. “The most important  
component of the show is the cooking segment, on which we partnered with 
SINA and the hospital, and that has had a very successful TV outreach.” 

“We have involved the doctors from the hospital who talk about how these  
recipes can prevent health problems, and we also have a nutritionist,” she  
continues. “It’s very ‘one-stop’: the viewer receives the recipe, how it’s prepared, 
and will also learn why that meal is important for their health from the doctor. 
The nutritionist will talk about, for example, why we replace the regular potato 
with a sweet potato, and then the chef prepares the meal. It’s got everything.”
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It was Ms. Alfaro’s passion for the community, and her sense of commitment  
to it, that led to the show’s creation. She has been involved for years 
in Frog Hollow, assisting where possible, and has a position with  
Connecticut Light & Power, where she works on a number of other projects 
that benefit the community in one form or another. In partnership with SINA 
and Broad Park Development Corporation, she educates customers on energy  
conservation for homes and businesses, and spreads awareness of beneficial  
programsand services, such as Energize CT. Acting as a liaison between CL&P 
and SINA, Ms. Alfaro is also responsible for the lighting of the Puerto Rican 
monument at the Learning Corridor on Washington Street.

Despite her credibility, the show’s  
formation was a fairly difficult  
process that required some  
creativity. “There were some 

challenges,” recalls Ms. Alfaro, now host and showrunner. “We had the idea, 
but we needed a place to film and air it. It took some time, but we had an idea 
that Capital Community College students could benefit from being part of the 
production, doing the hands-on learning that they needed. After a little while, the 
college agreed that this was a good idea, and so we started with the pilot in ’06, 
and then the first show aired in 2007.”

Students from the Hartford area continue to work on the show. “We have had 
incredible success stories from that,” Ms. Alfaro says, enthused. “The students 
get the practice and the internships that they need, and they go from there to 
end up working in TV stations like ESPN. Some have gained employment at  
Univision, Telemundo, or CPN after graduation. They are better prepared to go 
into the workforce after their experience with El Show de Analeh.”

“It’s always memorable when I see others 
doing what they didn’t know they could do.”  
- Ana Alfaro



“It’s always memorable when I see others doing what they didn’t know  
they could do. One of the segments is going to be an on-location  
interview with the president of the college; the other is on how young  
fathers are benefitting from Family Life Education, a program that teaches them 
how to be better dads.”

Going forward, Ms. Alfaro believes the show is in capable hands. “I coached 
them, but they’ve done it on their own. I also have other young students that 
have been working with me on producing a teen segment. Univision has a lot of 
young, energetic producers at the station, and it’s finding new partners to come 
up with new ideas that the show will get to that next generation. I won’t be  
doing it forever. It’s something that I think about every day, and that I’m  
working on; so every show, in terms of getting people to shine and tell their 
story, is memorable. It is that passion that keeps me going to do what I do.”

DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  SINA 
IS  NOW ON  TWITTER  &  FACEBOOK?

Stay in touch with what’s happening at 
SINA and in the neighborhood.

Follow SINA at 
twitter.com/SINAInc

Visit our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/sinainc

Sign up for SINA Reports at www.sinainc.org. 



Art Bouchard
“I tell it to everybody: I’m the best person I 
know,” says Art Bouchard, 75, with a laugh. 
“That doesn’t mean I’m necessarily the best 
person you know, but I’m the best person 
I know. And you should be able to say that, 
too: that you’re the best person you know.”

A volunteer at the Make A Wish Foundation  
and a Hartford Hospital security officer  
for fourteen years (now retired).  

Arthur “Art” Bouchard exudes a warmth and garrulousness in  
conversation that makes him highly approachable. His words come  
amply supported by a lifetime of helping others, often by  
chance; or, as he puts it, “being in the right place, at the right time.”

On December 25, 2013, one of these chance encounters allowed him to bring  
Christmas to a small family, when it seemed as if they were not going to have 
a Christmas at all. “I wasn’t supposed to be there [at the hospital], but I came 
along and saw a torn-up note, started to read it, and determined it wasn’t a hoax 
or anything,” he recalls.

The note, left in front of Hartford Hospital, depicted a husband and wife,  
grandparents to two young children, struggling to make ends meet in the wake 
of the husband’s surgery. New medication had depleted their Christmas savings.  
Neither of them, as it turned out, had counted on the kindness of strangers.  
“I went to the Children’s Medical Center and we got some presents for the 
kids. She only asked for two presents, one for each girl, but we had about $500 
worth of presents we went over with, and it really worked out well,” Art muses.  

“It made their Christmas. They really needed some help, and  
we were able to give it.”



This heartwarming story is one in an ongoing series in Mr. Bouchard’s life.  
It is clear that Art has many more to share, and seems eager to do so.  
“I was going to write a book once, of all the times I’ve been in the right 
place at the right time, but I never did it,” he says. “Or haven’t done it yet,  
anyway. A couple of people were saying they can’t believe I helped out that  
family. And my kids say, ‘if you knew my father, you know he couldn’t not do 
it. The things he’s done over the years, he just couldn’t not do it. He just does 
them.’”

Several months later, Mr. Bouchard 
remains in contact with the family.  
“They’re a very nice, very  
unassuming family. Every now  
and then I give them a call, see  

how everyone’s doing, see if they have any problems. We have a place over  
here they can call anytime they want, if they need help with anything, and  
we’re more than happy to help.

“It just all happened to fall into place,” he reflects on that Christmas Day.  
“And I figured out I’m always where I’m supposed to be, and I’ve only figured 
that out in the last couple of years,” he concludes, with another laugh.

“It just all happened to fall into place.  
I figured out I’m always where I’m  
supposed to be, and I’ve only figured  
that out in the last couple of years”  
- Art Bouchard



Greg Secord
“It’s hard to know where you’re going unless 
you know where you came from,” says Greg 
Secord, 68. “You can’t have one without the 
other.”

Greg lives in the Frog Hollow neighborhood  
and works for the Mutual Housing  
Association of Greater Hartford, Inc., a  
nonprofit affordable housing developer,  

as Director of Resource Development. He and his wife moved to Frog Hollow 
from the suburbs sixteen years ago. Three things attracted them to the City. “One 
was Hartford’s amazing architecture. Another was Hartford’s amazing history, 
and the third was the cultural diversity of the city. Both my wife and I found that 
very appealing, to live in a community with people who were different from us, 
and being able to celebrate those differences.”

“I’ve always been very engaged in my community, wherever I live, so I would 
consider myself a change agent,” he remarks. “I’m not one to sit back and  
complain, but much prefer doing, being part of the change rather than part of the 
problem. That would classify me as a sort of social entrepreneur, if you will.”

In addition to being a social entrepreneur, Greg is a local historian. He notes that 
Hartford is one of the few capital cities in the United States without a historical  
society. “I’m currently working with a small group to create a Hartford  
Historical society. We’re creating this organization that will advocate for  
Hartford’s history, but also serve as a convener of thirty different organizations  
in the city that have something to do with Hartford’s history. We’re trying  
to bring them together to do a more effective job of telling the Hartford story.  

It’s something that needs to get done.” 



Greg is a member of the school governance council at the Burns Latino Studies 
Academy in Frog Hollow. Before becoming an academy the school was named 
the Dominick F. Burns School. His interest in local historical detail led Greg to 
inquire about the origins of the name. “When I asked the question to the admin-
istrators of the school, no one knew who Dominick Burns was,” he recounts. So 
Greg did a little research. 

He discovered that Dominick 
F. Burns was a resident of Frog 
Hollow with deep roots in the 
community and a penchant for 
philanthropy. He owned both 
a bank and a grocery store in  

Frog Hollow. Shortly after his death in 1941, the local school was renamed  
in his honor. 

“One of the things I’ve tried to do is to instill the legacy of Burns, the difference  
he made in the community, and the fact that in a lot of ways, he was very  
similar to the kids who go to that school today,” says Mr. Secord. “He was an 
Irish immigrant who came to Hartford when he was eleven years old. He had 
a lot of things going against him, but he was truly an inspirational community 
leader. That’s the thing I try to broadcast to anyone who will listen.”

Through his research, Greg discovered a detail about Mr. Burns that  
awakened his social entrepreneurship. Dominick Burns was the great  
grandfather of Griffin Dunne, a well-known director, actor, and producer.  
“I reached out to Griffin, inviting him to participate in the rebuilding of the  
culture at Burns,” says Greg. “Griffin has actually been to the school  
several times since, and hosted a fundraiser there last February.” The event 
raised $12,000.

“I’m not one to sit back and complain, but 
much prefer doing, being part of the change 
rather than part of the problem. That would 
classify me as a sort of social entrepreneur, 
if you will.”  
- Greg Secord



The future of the Burns Latino Studies Academy is bright, and the story of Dom-
inick Burns himself continues to gain exposure thanks to Greg Secord’s efforts. 
“A couple of classes have had the opportunity to do a little research on him,” he 
says. “His picture’s on the wall in the lobby of the school now. The plan is that in 
a year we’ll have some kind of commemoration for Dominick Burns, because he 
was so important to the school. The kids seem to really relate. It’s very relevant 
history that kids can understand.”

Do You Know Anyone that  
You Would Like to Recognize?

Submit their name for the 2015 Neighborhood Service Awards. 

Nomination Forms can be found at:
www.sinainc.org/nsa2015



Trinity College
Institutional Award

Each year SINA gives out an Institutional Award that recognizes and honors an employee  
from one of our three institutions. This individual goes beyond the call of duty and .  
contributes significantly to the betterment of the Hartford neighborhoods.
Article is written by Brian Lesmes.

Judy Dworin
“I’ve always been interested in stories 
that haven’t been told.”

A prolific advocate for the arts, Judy  
is the Artistic Director of the  
Judy Dworin Performance Project,  
a nonprofit arts organization in  
Hartford. She has taught Dance and  
Theater at Trinity College since 1971.  

She spearheads a variety a programs and projects: a professional performance 
group The Ensemble, the Moving Matters residency program, and Bridging 
Boundaries. All address issues of social justice, seeking to spread awareness 
through the power of art, theater, and dance.

“The Bridging Boundaries program is an arts outreach to populations that  
are affected by incarceration. It’s become a very big component of  
the organization,” Ms. Dworin explains. “We do an arts residency at  
York Correctional Institution at Niantic, which is the only state prison  
for women. We also outreach to kids who have parents in prison. We do  
in-school and out-of-school residencies for those children in collaboration  
with social workers or with an organization called Families in Crisis, which is  
a social service organization for families affected by incarceration.”



Recently, Bridging Boundaries hosted a Mother’s Day arts engagement  
event at York, granting incarcerated mothers an invaluable opportunity to see 
their children and families on this important holiday. Judy Dworin recalls 
being moved by what several mothers told her over the course of the event:  
“What these moms said was that the thrill wasn’t just to be with their children, 
but also to be with their moms. So many [grandmothers] are taking care of  
the children while they’re in prison, so it was a multi-generational moment of 
sharing, an opportunity to share their love for each other.”

Judy Dworin believes that art can 
be a powerful catalyst of change 
in the world at large. “When I 
came to Trinity, it was not a very 
arts-engaged place, so it really 

was an uphill battle,” she recalls. “It was a time of change, and I don’t think  
there was a philosophical  base for why they brought dance to Trinity, so I had  
to kind of create the foundation for why it belonged there, and then prove it. 
There was some feeling that it wasn’t intellectual, or maybe belonged in  
physical education, but I strongly felt otherwise. It was a matter of having to 
prove that those initial perceptions were not correct.”

Today, the difference Judy has made is abundantly clear. The Ensemble is  
a professional performance group that incorporates textual, musical, and  
visual elements to elaborate on important issues, ranging from race relations  
to persecution. The Ensemble debuts its work in Hartford, and then tours  
it throughout the state and the New England and mid-Atlantic region, and  
has achieved international fame. Moving Matters is an in-school program  
for educational residencies that reach out to underserved populations, including 
children, to give them voice through the arts.

“For me, the important thing has been,  
in whatever population that I can reach,  
is to go as deeply and make as much  
difference as I can, it’s not how many,  
it’s how much.”  - Judy Dworin



“Our program at Parkville Community School had a sharing with kids that we 
work with for the seniors at the Hartford Senior Center,” she says, recalling an 
inspiring moment. “One after the other, the kids stood up, showed their artwork, 
and read their stories about what it is to have a parent in prison, and how they 
can manage the loss. They were able to say that to a group of forty adults that 
most of them had never seen before. That is something that we aspire to with the 
program, that the kids can come up with that confidence.”

“For me, the important thing has been, in whatever population that I can reach,  
is to go as deeply and make as much difference as I can,” says Judy Dworin, 
brimming with confidence for the future of her myriad projects. “It’s not how 
many, it’s how much.”



2013  
Eric Agrón
Maman Cooper
Edinson P.  Vasquez

2012   
Stephen Naing
Jamal Nixon
Marie Angely Rosa

 
2011   

Izet Krdzic
Koralys Maldonado
Annabell Moquette

 
2010   

Sefedin Begic
Saida Cooke
Ceilena Gurahoo

 
2009   

Racquel Bowen
Jose Colon
Dorota Panek
 

2008 
Evebonee Acosta
Brian Carvalho
Jonia Shtembari

 

2007
Danielle Cargill
Rashadda Gregory
Deaci-ann Wallen

 
2006   

Zulynette Morales
Shaneca Napier
Bryon Rodriguez
 

2005   
Ruben Castillo
Ashley Nieves
Anna Tuminska

2004
Laura Camacho
John Szpyt
Thu Thi Nguyen Xuan

 
2003

Nathalie Acevedo 
Karolina Ballester
Jasmin Gonzalez
 

2002
Irena Kaci
Chariunis Perez
Daisy Susaya

 

2001
Robin Duetsch
Khiem Dinh
Evelyn Medina

2000 
Jaclyn Lackner
Soide Rodriguez
Nicholas Trigila

1999   
Shawn Bachan
Andrew Moran
Lisa Tromba

 
1998   

Thu Suong Nguyen
Tara-Ivette Osorio
Illiana Rivera
Daniel Ruede
Gladys Santiago

 
1997   

Eddie Lawerence
Van Nguyen
James Reed
Rexana Rodriguez
Julio Roman

The SINA / Ivan A. Backer Scholarship  
were first awarded in 1997.  

To date over 55 students received  
awards totaling close to $150,000.



Recognizing over 120  
neighborhood service recipients  

Since 1991

2013   Lt. Robert Allan
Leticia Cotto 
Allan H. Reese
Luis Rivera 

2012   Nilda Fernandez
Gary & Karen O’Maxfield
Rosa Plaza
Ana maria Reyes-Scott

2011   Carlos Espinosa
David O. McKinely
Lee Boulanger
Charlene Perez
Lt. Brian Foley

2010   Paul Kapustinski
Hartford Peacebuilders
Sylvia Garcia
Evelyn Figueroa

 
2009   Benjamin Cruse

Leticia Colon
Cornell Lewis
Noel Casiano
Alison Giuliano
 

2008   Elly Jacobson
Gloria Dieppa
Sally Vazquez
Doug Campbell

 
2007   Luis Valentin

John Nelson
Walter Kienia
Father Charles Jacobs
Robert Sampl

 
2006   Maxine Sullivan

Shannon Raider
Reynaldo Morales
Carlos Gonzalez
Eddie Lacey
 

2005   Richard deMey
Earl Costenoble
Ethel Austin
Chris Lyons
Charlie Morris

2004   Alan Carbonneau
Barbara Hennigues
Aura Alvarado
David Corrigan

 
2003   Maria Negron

Helen & Walter Krepcio
Judy & Tom Lyona
Maulyn Rossetti

 
2002   David Botero

Laure Web
Yolanda Rivera
Edgar Reyes
Hector Robles
Nilda Santana

 
2001   Descatour Potier

Caleb Cutler
Robert O’Conner
Bruce Johnston
Joyce Boysco
Gerry Murasso
Lew Espyo
 

2000   Sister Maris Stella Hickey
Michael Lawton
Maria Capeles
Yvelte Gonzalez
Joe Barber
Hector Hernandez
 

1998   April Goff Brown
Edith Lacey
Garry Lapidus
John Tornature
Hycacinth Yennie

1997   Kim McClain
Liberty Ortiz
Francesca Reale
Jame R. Reed Jr.
Robin Standifer
Margaret Stewart

 

1996   Jackie Fongemie
Bruce Johnston
Aida Morales

          Yolanda Rivera
Maxine Steward
Tara Lawson Gill
 

1995   David Martinez
Rina Reyes
Janis Mitchell
Susan Santilli
Ann MacGillis
 

1994   Rosa Morales
Marc Rubera
Julio Concepcion
Diane Zannoni
Nancy Galarza
Ron Cretaro
Bernadine Silvers

 
1993   Carol Blanks-Lawson

Barry D’Onofiro
Emmie Galarza
Dulcie Galarza
Silas Shannon
Mollie Shelton
BR. Marcus Turcotte

 
1992   Ann Baker

Rev. Lyle J. Beckman
Bethy Berrios
Kenneth Eltherich Jr.
Lydia Rolan
Patrick H. Tallman
Gloria Williams

 
1991   Dr. James Aherene

John Bonelli
Gladys Capo
Barbara Jean Easly
Imelda Morneauly
Boy Scout Troop 105



REACH Committee

Steve Balcanoff* 
Co - Chairperson

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Jason Rojas*
Co-Chairperson
Trinity College

Kola Akindele
Hartford Hospital

Joe Barber
Trinity College

Charlene Perez
Hartford Community School

Luis A. Rivera
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Shakia Woods
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Ivette Quirós
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance

Linda Valentín
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance

*SINA Board Member 



SINA Members

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Martin J. Gavin                  Jane Baird*
President & CEO      Steve Balcanoff

Lawerence E. Milan
              
       

Hartford Hospital

Stuart Markowitz, MD, FACR         Dr. Peter Beller
President   Yvette Meléndez*

Bimal Patel
              
       

Trinity College

Dr.  James F.  Jones, Jr. Dr.  Xiangming Chen
President   Paul Mutone*

Jason Rojas
              
       

SINA Staff

Melvyn Colón  Keith Hedman
Executive Director  Dean Iaiennaro

Ivette Quirós 
Linda I. Valentín

        

*Executive Committee Member



207 Washington Street, Hartford, CT 06106 

Phone: (860) 493-1618 * Fax: (860) 520-1359

www.sinainc.org

REACH is sponsored by SINA and  
its member institutions: Trinity College,  
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center,  

and Hartford Hospital

REACH Committee’s mission is to develop, support and  
recognize individuals who contribute to the health and  

well-being of the Hartford Community. 


